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The MEPS urban planning seminar in 2012 in the Hungarian town of 

Gyula was held by the Czech Technical University, Faculty of Transport 

Sciences, Technical University of Vienna and the Budapest Technical 

University with the participation of students and teachers. The seminar aims to 

solve the problems of traffic that the town wanted to improve. The city's 

transport problems include the issue of parking of motor vehicles, the 

evacuation of transit traffic, to ensure the safety of bicycle traffic and 

transport network development within the city.  

 

Our group is responsible Béke Avenue and the station traffic study. The 

Béke Avenue lying north-south direction, with a total length of nearly two 

miles, connects Kossuth Square (Gyula Center) to the Railway Station in the 

northern part of the city. In this avenue there are located several attractive 

facilities to the road traffic, including a primary school, the city police, the 

community center, shops, catering facilities, etc, so a significant part in the 

city's traffic is carried by this Béke Avenue. A significant proportion of traffic is 

bicycle traffic, so Béke Avenue settlement plan include increasing promotion 

of this form of transport. 
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The search for solutions of the problem started, and we observed that 

there was no bicycle roadway. The frequency and the number of cyclists 

traveling on a bike was high due to the evident saturation of storage. There 

was a need of a bicycle traffic route. Furthermore, in some places extra 

attention should be paid to ensure pedestrian and bicycle traffic. There are 

several times in the road traffic conflict situation too. 

 

 

  

There are several methods available to ensure the bycicle road in the 

cross-sectional area. An avaneu typical cross-sectional design is: the 1-1 lane, 

parking lanes on both sides, green lanes and pavement. 

 

One option would be to leave thee parking lanes and traffic lanes 

separated and to drive the bike path in the green lane, but it is not 

advantageous to reduce the green areas of the city's image. So the ideal 
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place for the bicycle traffic is the asphalt road. So there are 3 possibilities to 

designate a bicycle route: bike trail, opened bike lane and a closed creation. 

 

The Béke Avenue housing allocation should be considered ibn the 

cross-sectional: cars parking on the road can not  be completely banned 

because traffic facilities are often attractive to people arriving by car.  

 

Designated closed bike lanes on both sides would only be possible if 

parking places in both sides were eliminated, so that the first possibility is 

rejected. The open cycle lanes and cycle tracks of the former is more 

adequate for Béke Avenue sales. 

 

The open design of bike lanes would be with a distinct color of the 

casing color markings a one-way bike lanes on both sides of the road. The 

bike lanes are not located outside the lane, but a part. Thus, the traffic of 

vehicles moving sávjukban partially the cycle lane is also used, but the riders 

in the latter prevail. This way, the bicycle traffic for Béke in the regulation of 

traffic along major avenues and green space may not be reduced. 

 

 

 

However, the need to build bike lanes on one side entails the 

elimination of one side parking. The development of previously unused 

parking spaces could solve the problem. A good example is the parking 

behind the community center: it is not used because of the bad pavement. 
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The most conflict situations in Béke Avenue crossing bicycle traffic are 

formed near the High School of Ferenc Erkel, over the canal bridge. Here, a 

solution could be to ride the bikes on a separate floor drain, below the bridge 

as the bridge adjacent to the promenade can be seen below. 

  

 

The other problem affecting the Béke Avenue is the train station 

parking. Currently, the parking has space for 14 car, which is almost always 

enough during the day. However, the arriving and departing trains entails a 

sudden shortage in capacity, which should be remedied. 

 

It is recommended to solve the problem a long- and short-term 

parking with spatial separation. This regulation will entail payment collection. 

In the entrance of the train station would be located a short-term parking 

area for up to five minutes allowed free of charge and the long-term parking 
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are would be located in another designated area with a determined 

payment. 

 

The current station car park must be adapted because it only needs 

to satisfy short-term parking. Long-term parking will be situated in a specific 

field near the station. The short-term parking will develop the Kiss & Ride 

system. The construction of the parking area would be smaller than now so 

the need of space in the urban landscape for green area could be 

integrated into. 

 

 

The long-term parking is also possible to develop in several locations. 

In the new design of car parks is also important that the green areas are not 

reduced as far as possible. This can be done so using the existing parking area 

next to the railway station, owned by the Railway Company. Thus, the long-

term parking lots are not too far from the railway station entrance and the 

currently underused area get a new function. 
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The development of the Béke Avenue hopefully will improve greatly 

traffic conditions for cyclists in the city and it will be even more popular than 

now for this environmentally friendly form of transport. The train station and its 

parking problems solution would be beneficial not only for drivers, but also for 

residents of the city. It could be created a more attractive environment place 

than the currently one, somewhat neglected area, thereby making the city 

more friendly for the rail road. 


