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ABSTRACT 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) is key to the success of public transport and for 
sustainable urban and regional development. Previous research has often focused on 
delivering TOD in urban areas. In Sweden, car trips between urban cores, and their regional 
hinterland constitute a large share of car use. This highlights the need for broadening the 
scope of TOD approaches to include also less densely populated areas located outside the 
immediate urban, regional cores as a key concern for policy. The aim of this paper is to 
increase the knowledge of how to deliver TOD in such low density contexts. Three case 
studies of attempts at delivering TOD in sparsely populated areas in three Swedish regions 
are made (Kävlinge, Öxnered and Västerhaninge). The main research question addressed is: 
What are the main enablers of and barriers to implementing TOD policy in lower-density 
contexts such as those studied in this research? The data for the case studies consist of 
planning documents and 15 interviews with key stakeholders involved in the early stages of 
planning processes of the three cases. 

The analysis of the case studies identified three analytical categories used to structure the 
presentation of results relating to both barriers and enablers of TOD: Definitional, policy and 
processes, and market conditions.  

The results show that many of the barriers and enablers are rather similar to those identified in 
research on TOD in much more urban contexts in other parts of the world, but the 
relationships between them are differently nuanced in the low-density contexts studied here. 
The lack of clear quantified definitions of what TOD is (or is not) allows a more flexible, site-
specific understanding of TOD in that context to emerge. It is important that a shared vision of 
TOD in that location is developed – and such a shared vision appears to be crucial for the 
development to have a good chance of being delivered. Informal definitions, and individual 
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perceptions (including those of the public) are important; and in locations that are quite 
“marginal” for TOD, all enablers must interact together positively for the development to have 
the maximum likelihood of going ahead as planned 


