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About WCTRS (World Conference on Transport 

Research Society) 
WCTRS (World Conference on Transport Research Society) started in Rotterdam in 1977 as 

a forum of bridging transport researchers and practitioners.  

Since then the Society has become a primary forum for such international exchanges in 

transport; the World Conferences are the place where leading transport professionals from all 

countries and areas convene to learn from one another. One unique role for the WCTRS is to 

identify emerging issues and opportunities of a policy, managerial, or technical nature which 

will influence transportation research, policy, management and education in future years. In 

this way, the Society and the Conference intend to play a strong leadership role in bridging the 

gaps between research and practice. The Society is multi-modal, multi-disciplinary, and multi-

sectoral. The members span almost all aspects of transport research, planning, policy and 

management. In general, the World Conferences will mirror this broad spectrum of interests. 

WCTRS organizes the WCTR Conference every 3 years as the most important event of the 

society. This is the largest meeting for transport researchers and professionals. At present 

WCTRS has about 1500 members worldwide and runs two official journals published by 

Elsevier; namely “Transport Policy” and “Case Studies on Transport Policy”. 

More information can be found at the official WCTRS website: 

https://www.wctrs-society.com/about-wctrs/ 

 

What are Special Interest Groups (SIGs)? 

WCTRS encourages a continuous exchange between experts all over the world. In order to 

facilitate this exchange of ideas between researchers interested in the same topic area, 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) have been created. To allow proper organisation and 

orientation, the WCTR is currently structured into nine topic areas which include a total of 39 

session tracks. In the conferences, each session track will consist of a series of sessions, 

each featuring several presentations. Poster sessions will be related to the defined session 

tracks. The SIGs manage one or more session tracks, but additionally they have a continuous 

scientific exchange in SIG meetings, helping organise seminars all over the world in 

cooperation with other international organisations. 

The nine currently specified topic areas are: 

A.  Transport Modes: General 

B.  Freight Transport and Logistics 

C.  Traffic Management, Operations and Safety 

D.  Activity and Transport Demand 

E.  Transport Economics and Finance 

F.  Transport, Land Use and Sustainability 

G.  Transport Planning and Policy 

https://www.wctrs-society.com/about-wctrs/
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H.  Transport in Developing and Emerging Countries 

I.  Infrastructure Design and Maintenance 

It is important to note that there are some cross-disciplinary topics in WCTR which are 

covered by several topic areas. 

Public Transport, for example, is addressed in Topic Area A (papers related to air transport 

and rail transport), Topic Area C (papers related to operation, management and control of 

public transport systems), Topic Area D (papers related to travel behaviour and demand 

models for public transport), Topic Area G (papers related to planning and policy), and also 

Topic Area H (papers related to Developing and Emerging Countries). 

Human Factors, another example, are also addressed in several topic areas, e.g. in Topic 

Area D (papers related to mobility behaviour), in Session Track C4 “Traffic Safety Analysis 

and Policy” (papers related to traffic safety), and others. 

Environmental issues and sustainability are specifically addressed in Topic Area F, but 

such papers might also be allocated to those session tracks in line with the papers´ main 

focus and its specific field of application. 

The Society will introduce new session tracks and even topic areas, once important emerging 

themes are identified. 

 

WCTRS special interest group on “National and Regional 

Transport Planning and Policy” (SIG G2) 

Objectives 

The SIG G2 was founded in the year 2015. The aim of this Special Interest Group (SIG) on 

National and Regional Transport Planning and Policy is to serve as a forum facilitating 

discussion, communication and activities related to National and Regional Transport Planning 

and Policy worldwide.  

SIG G2 provides planning and policy for both passenger and freight transport at national and 

regional level. SIG G2 includes all transport modes that contribute to national and regional 

economic development, climate change and quality of life.  It has to be noted that urban 

transport planning and policy is already established as a research focus within the WCTRS in 

the SIG G3 – Urban Transport Planning and Policy.  

In recent years transport related issues/challenges/impacts have become more obvious 

although a series of masterplans and policies have been developed and implemented at a 

regional, national and international level in order to mitigate the negative impact of the growing 

demand of mobility. SIG G2 addresses this issue and investigates different approaches 

around the world.  

Policy topics SIG G2 investigates are not limited to transport related policy instruments such 

as harmonious traffic movement, regulation and deregulation, traffic management and control, 

http://wctrs.ish-lyon.cnrs.fr/index.php?option=com_contenttask=viewid=22Itemid=112
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tools for assessing and evaluating policy options, infrastructure development and private-

public partnership.  

SIG G2 also addresses implications of national and international mega-trends such as 

population growth, aging, globalization, scarceness of non-renewable resources and social 

developments such as economic, environmental (e.g. sea level rise) and political crises (wars, 

refugees, migration, …). Additionally, the SIG deals with analysing if and how these trends are 

taken into consideration in national and regional transport planning and policy making and 

quantifying their impacts on the future economy, environment and quality of life. 

Furthermore, SIG G2 addresses the historic, present and future developments of national and 

regional transport planning and policy activities on different continents and take into 

consideration their individual economic stages and political contexts (keyword “path 

dependency”). 

Another topic of interest is the consistency of existing and future national and regional 

transport policies and their impacts on related rural and urban transport systems and the 

implications and impacts at the international and global level. Close collaboration and 

knowledge exchange will be established with selected SIGs from the other Topic Areas within 

the WCTRS framework. 

To provide a more concrete picture of the variety of issues SIG G2 is dealing with, the list 

below gives some examples (list not comprehensive): 

 History of national and regional transport planning and policy processes and 

implementation 

 Path dependency of national and regional transport planning and policy processes 

 Investigation of policy instruments on regional, national and international level, their 

impacts, time lags and transferability to other countries/continents 

 Inventory of regional and national transport planning and policy processes and 

documents  

 Technology innovation in regional and national transport planning and policy processes 

 Integration of intelligent transport system for regional and national transport planning 

and policy processes 

 Impact of big data availability on regional and national transport planning and policy 

processes 

Through international workshops and group meetings, SIG G2 gathers outstanding and 

experienced transport experts to promote studies in this field. The second objective of the SIG 

G2 is to hold dedicated sessions dealing with regional and national transport planning and 

policy during the WCTR conferences and to produce high-quality research in this field. 

Furthermore, the SIG G2 aims to become a link between WCTRS and other organizations. 

SIG G2 and SIG G3 collaborate in the publication of their research findings in common 

Special Issues of the two WCTR Journals Transport Policy and Case Studies on Transport 

Policy. 
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Membership 

The SIG G2 was founded by A.o.Univ.Prof. Dr. Günter Emberger from Vienna University of 

Technology, Austria in the year 2015. Günter Emberger is the head of the Research Center of 

Transportation Planning and Traffic Engineering at the Vienna University of Technology, 

Austria. At present (status January 2019), the SIG G2 has 42 members from 20 countries 

spreading from Far East and Oceania to Europe and North and South Americas. 

Chair: A.o.Univ.Prof.Dr Günter Emberger, Vienna University of Technology, Austria 

Vice Chair: Yacan Wang, Dr. Prof., Beijing Jiaotong University, China 

Vice Chair: Takeru Shibayama, MEng, Vienna University of Technology, Austria 

 

 


